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in the performance of an important 
duty, and in the discbarge of that 
duty say only guides are sincerity 
apd truth. 

The circumstances indeed in which 
the Society has been for sometime 
placed, with the frequent change in 
the place of meeting, have been ra- 
ther unfavourable; but arrange- 
ments are now made which will e- 
stablish our independence, and free 
the Society for the future from sub- 
jection to the caprice of individuals. 
As is natural with all young insti- 
tutions, defects have appeared in its 
minor arrangements of sufficient im- 
portance to caW for a committee, 
which is to sit during the recess, 
and from whose labours we may 
hope for a discovery of the proper 
remedies. 

And now, gentlemen, that I am 
about to conclude, permit me to ex- 
press my acknowledgments for the 
honour you have conferred upon me op 
this occasion. Allow me also ta assure 



you, that my most active and un- 
wearied exertjons, shall be employed 
for the support of the Belfast His- 
toric Society, till the pulse of life 
shall cease to vibrate in this bosom. 
I feel indeed the truth of our hon- 
ojurary .member's observation, "it 
will yet flourish and spread magni- 
ficently." The progress of virtue and 
knowledge cannot be beheld with in- 
difference by that Being, who is 
himself the fountain of all truth and 
justice. He will bless with his pro- 
tection an institution, framed in the 
mildest spirit of philanthropy, pure 
in its principle, benevolent in its 
views, and established for objects 
the most important, add the most in- 
viting to which man can direct his 
attention, the acquisition of know* 
Udge, and the discovery of truth. 

[Other speeches delivered by the 
Presidents of the Historic Society, 
will be given in succeeding numbers of 
the Belfast Magazine.} 
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MEMOIRS or MAJOR JOHN CART- 
WRIGHT. 

HPHE irresistible curiosity which is 
felt to learn the particulars of 
in* 1 Hires of persons who attain to 
high fame is a laudaWe feeling, cal» 
ciliated to produce good effects by 
stimulating to follow the instructive 
example, especially when by a strict 
adherence to virtue and principle, 
the character is deserving of inula. 
tion. 

As the attention of the readers 
of the Belfast Magazine has been 
Called to the perusal of a series of 
letters by Major Cartwright, on 
Parliamentary Reform, it may be 
highly interesting to many of them 
to have an ooportonity of becoming 



better acquainted with the excellent 
writer, a man of singularly upright 
intentions, and of peculiar honesty, 
the following memoir of his life is 
therefore extracted from " Public 
Characters of 1799-1800." It is to 
be regretted that no authentic ac. 
count can be procured ot the trans- 
actions of his life from that date to 
the present time ; during which 
period he has been zealously active 
in the promotion of the great cause 
of Parliamentary Reform, But if 
a roan's writings are aliowtd to be 
a commentary on his actions, AI»jor 
Cartwright's letters, as published 
in successive numbers of this work, 
may serve in some measure as a con- 
tinuation of his memoirs ; they will 
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also show the manner in which he 
has been employed in various parts 
of England in promoting petitions 
for Parliamentary Reform. That he 
may long continue to persevere in 
his attempts to enlighten the dark- 
ened intellects of the multitude, and 
that his exertions to arouse them to 
view their degraded state, may at 
length be crowned with success, is 
the anxious wish of every liberal 
and intelligent person. 

The family of Major Cartwright 
is of great antiquity in the county 
of Nottingham. By the female line, 
through a descent of five genera- 
tions, he is descended from the Pierre- 
points :* one of his ancestors repre- 
sented the borough of Retford, iu 
the reign of Charles I.f and a young- 
er branch of his house has represent- 
ed the county of Northampton in 
several parliaments. There are, 
perhaps, some to whom those cir» 
cumstances may most recommend 
him, but bis proper merit is in him- 
self. He is mild in his manners; of 
a temper warm, but governed ; ar- 
dent and steady in his affections; 
elevated in his sentiments; daring 
and indefatigable ; possessed of all 

• Which gave him relationship by blood 
to the late duke of Kingston aud the pre- 
sent Duke of Portland. 

•f- An ancestor of the Major's, as may be 
seen in Clarendon, was also comptroller 
of the navy, and commanded, at one time, 
a squadron of the king's ships ; and Sir 
Hugh Cartwright, another of them, had 
been so strenuous a supporter of the roy- 
al cause, that he was obliged, on the ele- 
vation of Cromwell, to retire to Antwerp. 

The Major himself is a younger bro- 
ther of the gentleman who spent so many 
years in Labrador, and published a Jour- 
nal in three quarto volumes, of the events 
which there happened to him. He is al- 
so brother to the Rev. Edmund Cartwright, 
author of Armine and Elvira, and other 
poems; and who has established a high 
reputation for discoveries in mechanics, 
which are of the greatest utility to manu- 
factures. 
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that is essentia! in politeness, yetne- 
gligent of frivolous forms and fash- 
ions, with a strong sense of moral 
and religious obligation, as appears 
in all his writings. 

An ardour in the pursuit of virtu- 
ous fame was the first arid will, per- 
haps, be the hist passion of bis soul. 
This has impelled him ever to dp 
more than his duty, but rendered him 
careless of those rewards which be 
deserved. Though be had served 
with, the late Duke of York, Lord 
Howe, Sir Hugh Palliserand Admi- 
ral Byron, every one of whom have 
borne testimony to his merit,, the 
rank of lieutenant terminated his 
career of naval promotion. But his 
career of generous ambition and vir- 
tuous action began with his earliest 
youth, and will end only with his 
life. 

While but a boy, he left his fa- 
ther's house to engage in the service 
of the king of Prussia, whose heroic 
deeds had stimulated his youthful 
ambition. Being overtaken by a 
friend, he was prevailed upon to re- 
turn, and divert his. mind towards the 
military service of his own country ; 
and he soon after entered into the 
navy, under Lord Howe.* While 



* He embarked in 17.58, at the age of 
eighteen, and became a lieutenant in 1762. 
He was present in 1758, at the capture of 
Cherbourg, and the destruction of its naval 
bason; and, in 1759, was ou the glori- 
ous action on the French coast, when Sir 
Edward Hawke defeated ConfUuis. Lord 
Howe's ship, the Maguanitne, had a full 
share in that engagement, and concluded 
her part of it by a sharp coutest with the 
French Hero of equal force ; both ships 
carrying 74 guns. The Hero struck to 
her opponent. 

When Lord Howe, a few days after 
that action, was selected by the admiral to 
command a meditated attack on that part 
of the French fleet which escaped into the 
river Villaiue, only one lieutenant and two 
midshipmen were taken by his Lordship 
out of his own ship, to attend him on 
that service. Mr. Cartwright was one of 
P 
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with his Lordship and the Duke of 
York, the daringness of his spirit 
was shown, by his leaping from a 
74 gon ship into the sea, as the ship 
was under sail, in order to save the 
life of a young gentleman who had 
fallen overboard. And he aftei wards, 
while a midshipman, made a propo- 
sal to Lord Howe, to undertake the 
burning of some French men of 
war, which his Lordship was then 
blocking up in an harbour;* but 
Lord Howe, thought the attempt too 
hazardous. 

UDder Sir Hugh Palliser and Ad- 
miral Byron, at Newfoundland, he 
distinguished himself for five years 
successively, by his able and up- 
right administration of justice, in 
the extensive districts committed to 
his jurisdiction ; by supplying the 
defects of the laws in cases of diffi- 
culty, with judgment, address, and 
firmness; and in being the proposer 
of several reformations. Hewill al- 
so be remembered in that island, so 
long as it shall remain in English 
hands, as the discoverer of the coun- 
try to the very centre of the island, 

the latter ; and, it will be seen, that he 
did not afterwards lose his Lordship's 
good opinion. 

It was about this time, that our young 
seaman reformed the exercise of the great 
guns on ship-board ; which, until curtailed 
by him, was as long and tiresome as the 
manual exercise of a soldier used to be. 
Slight as this circumstance appears, it may 
perhaps be considered as an indication of 
a mind early turned to tie reforming of bad 
systems* 

His improved and concise mode was 
communicated to his friend Falconer, who 
gives it as an article in the Varine Diction- 
ary. Here, it may not be improper to add, 
that Lord Howe, ever attentive to the 
discipline of his ship, had all the seamen 
instructed in the use of small arms, and 
committed the charge of this instruction to 
Mr. Cartwright and Mr. Cannon, who?e 
sole employment it was, until the end in 
view was accomplished. 

•The river Chaiente, below Rochfort. 



to which he penetrated through un- 
explored wood's and the settlements 
of hostile savages, with the view, a- 
mongst other generous purposes, of 
rendering them friends, and affording 
them the means of becoming Chris- 
tians,* 

In 177 1, he was obliged to quit his 
ship for the recovery of his health, 
which had greatly suffered, and, for 
two or three years, had been con- 
stantly declining. But sickness could 
not repress the activity of a mind 
devoted to the public, nor could the 
allurements of society wean him 
from this strong attachment. He 
very soon wrote a free and -manly 
pamphlet, on the Rights and Inter- 
ests of the Adventurers in the New- 
foundland Fishery, against the Ne- 
glects of the Legislature and the Op- 
pressions of Governors/)- which he 
presented to the secretary of state. 
He drew up, also, a plan for a per- 
petual supply of English oak to the 
navy, for cultivating the royal for- 
ests, and other great advantages to 
the nation, which met with the 
highest approbation; and which he 
laid belbre the ministers, but with- 
out receiving an answer to his many 
applications upon the subject. They 
stole, indeed, a part of it, which an- 
swered their own purposes, but 
by no means secured those bene- 
fits to the public, which were the 
author's object; and with regard 
to the whole of the plan, the best 

* On this occasion, he penetrated to, 
and discovered, a lake, which proved to 
be, the capacious source of the river Ex- 
ploits, emptying itself into a bay of the 
same name, on the east coast, in" latitude 
49° 30 . 1 his lake, but without any name, 
w.is delineated on a chart of the island, 
published by Jeffries, geographer to the 
king, in 1775. 

f This little work was never printed, 
having been intended only as -advice to, 
aud expostulation with, the -Minister who 
presided over the department which had 
the superintendence of the fishery. 
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idea that can be conveyed of it will 
be in the words of a friend* of the 
Minister, to whom it was shewn, 
who candidly remarked, " We are 
not honest enough for such plans 
as these." 

In 1774, he could no longer sup- 
press his feelings for the sufferings 
of America, and the fatal conse- 
quence to his own country, which he 
foresaw from the arbitrary princi- 
ples and rash conduct of the minis- 
ters ; and he then wrote his first 
Treatise on Politics, a treatise, that 
was then neglected, as full of false 
prognostics and chimerical propo- 
sals. But time has shown, that it 
was prophetic, and containing in- 
structions of the soundest policy. 
This was followed, from time to time, 
by other publications, in all of which 
he shows a true knowledge of our 
constitution, an ardentiove of liberty, 
and a contempt of private interest 
and personal danger, when in com- 
petition with the public good. 

He was early distinguished, and 
decided his fitness for a seat in par- 
liament, by his "Vindication of the 
Legislative Rights of the Common- 
alty," in which he traces, with pre- 
cision, the declension of our par- 
liament, from its ancient purity and 
excellence, to its present corrupt 
state, refutes all the arguments in 
favour of the rotten system, and 
clearly points out the means of le- 
formation. Besides addressing this 
work to the public, and presenting 
it to the king, be used every other 
eil'ort, in the power of a private 
person, towards setting on foot the 
proposed reformation, from a full 
lonvietion that nothing less could 
save his country. 

The town of Nottingham showed 
their gratitude to the author of so 

* Doctor Djuglas, now bishop of Salis- 
bury. See letter to the Duke of Newcastle. 
AppeuJix. 



valuable a gift, and had the honour 
of being the first who wished to 
send him as their representative to 
parliament. 

PriortoMr. Cartwright's first voy- 
age to Newfoundland, he commanded 
a cutter stationed on the coast of Dor- 
setshire, when, going into Plymouth 
for provisions and some trifling 
articles of refitment, he had an op- 
portunity of witnessing a mode of 
making out public accounts, which 
may well cause such accounts to be 
viewed with distrust, until a radical 
reform shall have obtained, for the 
nation, stewards who will sift them 
to the bottom, and make examples 
of those who abuse the trust repos- 
ed in them. An account of the ap- 
plication of the money remitted to 
the dockyard was drawn up to be 
jaid before the House of Commons, 
in which every ship, and other ob- 
jects of expense was set forth in the 
first column, and other columns 
were appropriated to building, re- 
building, repairs, refitment, &c. 
&c. and then came a column showing 
the total expense. Mr. Cartwright 
troni a natural curiosty respecting his 
own vessel, the Sherbourn, was de- 
sirous of seeing what had been the 
expense incurred on her; but, as he 
knew it could not exceed £30 or 
.£35, he rather expected it would 
have been included in the general ar- 
ticle of small craft, than to have been 
particularly specified iu a national 
account, which he did not suppose 
would descend to such a minima?. 

In the proper column, however, 
he found the Sherbourn, when, look- 
ing forward to the column of totals, 
he saw, to -his astonishment, a charge 
of £l'20O. He took the earliest op- 
portunity of personally communi- 
cating the fact to a Lord ol the Ad- 
miralty, who had aiso a seal in the 
House ol Commons; but he never 
lieard that the mode of stating such 
accoun.s na» corrected. 
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Oa his return fromNewl'oumlland, 
at the close of the year 1770, he 
was invited by his original comman- 
der, Lord Howe, then appointed to 
commence a new war with Spain, 
relative to Falkland's Islands, to be- 
come one of his lieutenants in the 
Queen, a ship of 90 guns, which in- 
vitation was gladly accepted. 

The dispute wiih Spain, however, 
being adjusted, the admiral's flag be- 
ing struck, and the Ciueeu made a 
guard ship at Spithead, the contrast 
between the dronish service which 
ensued, and the activity in which 
our lieutenant had moved for the 
the thirteen years he had then been 
in the navy, was such as to be very 
ill relished by a mind like his ; 
wherefore, he took an early oppor- 
tunity of retiringto recruit his health; 
and that circumstance seems to have 
decided the future complexion of 
his life. 

In this retirement from naval ac- 
tivity, in executing abroad the will of 
the state, he had leisure for contemp- 
lating the principles and policy by 
which the state itself regulated its 
conduct. The seeds of American 
separation were now sown; the 
Stamp Act had been long passed and 
repealed ; but the Declaratory Act 
having laid a new foundation lor op- 
pression, the lolly and injustice of 
the government soon gave fresh 
cause of discontent to the colonies. 
Attending to the progress of the dis- 
pute, Mr. Cartwright formed his o- 
piniuiis; and, when mailers ripened 
into a dangerous crisis, feeling with 
warmth the interests of truth and 
justice, and anxious for the honour 
and prosperity of bis country, he 
became in regular form an auihor. 

His first essays were a series of 
letters in the spring of 1774, he pub- 
lished in a newspaper: in Jan 1775, 
he made additions, and then published 
the whole as a pamphlet, entitled, 
" American Independence, the Interest 



and Glory of Great Britain." Fore- 
seeing the issue of the tyrannical 
conduct of his country, unless time- 
ly corrected, as well as the sound 
policy of guarding against future 
disputes, he proposed to declare A- 
merica independent of parliament, 
and then to form with her the closest 
connexion, founded on their natural 
relationship and common interest; 
his Majesty still remaining king of 
each state, the states to be separate, 
and Great Britain to be the umpire 
of their disputes, the guarantee of 
their separate independence one of 
another, and the guardian of the 
whole; receiving, at the same time, 
Irom each, such a specified mono- 
poly of certain branches of her trade, 
or such an annual sum of money, 
as should be agreed on, for naval 
protection of her territory and her 
commerce. 

It is remarkable, that, in June of 
the same year, a committee of the 
American Congress drew up a pa- 
per in which it is said, " And we 
hereby declare, that, on a reconcilia- 
tion with Britain, we shall not only 
continue to grant aids in time of tear, 
as aforesaid, but whenever she shall 
think fit to abolish' the monopoly, 
and give us the same privileges of 
trade as Scotland received at the 
union, and allow us a free commerce 
with all the rest of the world; we 
will willingly agree (and we doubl 
not it will be ratified by our constitu- 
ents) to give pay into the Sinking- 
Fund one hundred thousand pounds 
sterling per annum, for the term of 
one hundred years ; which, duly, 
faithfully, and inviolably, applied 
to that purpose, is demonstrably 
more than sufficient to extinguish all 
her present national debt, since it will 
not amount, at legal British interest, 
to more than £.230,000,000. 

" But, if Britain does not think 
fit to accept this proposition, we, in 
order to remove her groundless jeal- 



1814.] Memoirs of Major John Carturigkt. 121 



oustes, that we aim at independence, 
and an abolition of the Navigation 
Act, (which hath, in truth, never 
been our intention,) and to avoid all 
future disputes about the right of 
making that, and other acts, for re- 
gulating our commerce, do hereby 
declare ourselves ready and willing 
to enter into a covenant with Britain, 
that she shall fully possess, enjoy, 
and exercise, that right for a hun- 
dred years to come, the same being 
bona fide used for the common bene- 
fit."* 

That counsels of a very different 
cast from those of Mr. Cartwrigbt 
were adopted by bis Majesty and his 
Ministers, this country has had suf- 
ficient cause to lament ; nor is it 
uninstructive to observe, that at the 
period alluded to, no one member 
of the then numerous and powerful 
opposition in parliament, could ele- 
vate his mind to the magnanimity 
of approving and recommending A- 
merican independence ; nay, they a- 
greed with ministers in treating 
such notions as marks of disaffection ; 
and Mr. Burke, afterwards, made it 
his boast, that, if there were 
one member of the House a greater 
champion than the rest for the su- 
premacy of parliament, it was him- 
self; a boast as devoid of constitu- 
tional principle, as of that wisdom 
which ought to distinguish a states- 
man ! 

The plan suggested by Mr. Cart- 
wright, which has been already ob- 
served, was, in the political sense of 
the word a union between Britain 
and America, under one and the 
same crown, but separate and inde- 
pendent legislatures; aud, by the 
last of his publications, it appears, 
he does not approve of any other 
kind of union with Ireland. Presi- 
dent Laurens, on his release from 

* Franklin's Political, Miscellaneous, 
and Philosphical Pieces, page 363. 



the Tower, having been asked his 
opinion of Mr. Cartwright's propo- 
sal, made a reply to this effect :— 
he observed, that for the peace and 
happiness of mankind, it was pro- 
bably better the union did not take 
place, since it would have given the 
united countries a degree of strength, 
that would have made them formi- 
dable to the whole world. 

With regard to the above-mention- 
ed paper, drawn up in the American 
committee, it is well known, that it 
never appeared on the minutes of 
Congress, "a severe act, which ar- 
rived about that time, having deter- 
mined them ..not to give the sunt 
proposed in it " 

In August, 1775, Mr. Cartwright 
received his commission as Major of 
the Nottinghamshire militia, then 
raised for the first time since the 
passing of the Militia Act, in 1757. 

It was in this year, 1775, that the 
American sword of resistance first 
drew British blood ; and that the 
Major published •« a Letter to Ed- 
mund Burke, Esq. controverting the 
Principles of American Government, 
laid down in his Speech of April 
19, 1774." 

Early in the spring of the year 
1770, Air. Cartwrigbt, received a 
new invitation from Lord Howe, to 
accompany him on service. To a 
lieutenant on half-pay, who had " a 
partiality for a naval life," and who 
felt to his Lordship a stroug attach- 
ment, from a reverence of his cha- 
racter as a man, an admiration of his 
talents and conduct as a commander, 
and a grateful affection to his per- 
son as his professional preceptor and 
the friend of his fortunes, such an 
invitation could not but be most 
alluring. There was, in ellect, in- 
cluded in it a tender of rank, of coat- 
mand, and probably of wealth ; but 
the lieutenant had read, he had rea- 
soned, and he had written, on the 
American dispute. He shed tears. 
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but h* preserved his principles;* 
and, although Lord Howe expressed 
bis full persuasion, that he should 
be able, by his powers of negotiat- 
ing as commissioner, to accommo- 
date the subsisting differences, with- 
out baring recourse to arms; the 
lieutenant seems to have formed a 
more solid judgment than the com- 
missioner ; and, at all events, proved 
he was incapable of hazarding the 
possibility of the dilemma be must 
have been in, should arms be ul- 
timately resorted to.f 

In 1777, the Major published, " a 
Letter to the Earl of Abingdon," ex- 
postulating with his Lordship on cer- 
tain constitutional points, on which he 
judged his Lordship to have erred. 
The writer of these memoirs is not 
in possession of that letter, but the 
noble Earl, he recollects, spoke of 
it as the controversy of a gentle- 
man. 

On the 2d of April, as the Ma- 
jor informs us,| he presented to the 
king, at his levee, " Proposals for 
recovering America, and saving Great 
Britain ;" and he again urged upon 
bis Majesty, about the end of that 
year, an attention to his proposal, 
in another paper which he then 
presented. The reader will not ex- 
pect to hear, that the advice of one, 
who had vindicated American resis- 
tance obtained hint a seat in the 
Privy Council ; vlthougb it will 
•carely admit of a doubt, that, bad 
his advice been followed, his Ma- 
jesty would now have been king of 
all English Anieri' i 

* In consequence of this refusal, to draw 
liis sword against the cause of liberty, we 
find that he didrtally forego all those splen- 
did advantages, which would most evident- 
ly have attended his services, and which 
were actually obtained by the officer who 
supplied his place. 

f See Letter to the Duke of Newcastle, 
p. 55. 

\ Legislative Rights of the Commonalty 
Vindicated, p. 249. 



The writer, having been favoured 
with a copy of the above mentioned 
paper has thought it merited a 
place in these memoirs, it is as fol- 
lows : 

" May it please your Majesty, 
" That a loyal subject be permit- 
ted to remind your Majesty of the 
" Proposals for recovering America, 
and saving Great Britain," which 
your Majesty was graciously pleased 
to receive at his hands, on the 2nd 
day of April last. 

*' Experience, since that period of 
time, hath spoken very forcibly in 
support of such measures as were 
therein recommended ; it will con- 
tinue, it must continue, to speak 
the same language; because the 
principles had their foundation in 
nature, rectitude, and lawful policy, 
contrary to those of iniquity atid 
self-contradiction, upon which a 
corrupt system of government hath 
been adhered to, and to those also, 
of a state-expediency, and an un- 
warrantable spirit of domination, up- 
on 'which your servants, and even 
parliament, have betrayed your Ma- 
jesty into an unjust "and ruiuous 
war. 

•* The war hath been altogether 
unjust, because the idea of the co- 
lonies having been subject to the 
authority of parliament, while, in 
truth, they only owed allegiance to 
your Majesty, was founded in error, 
and was, in fact, incompatible with 
the British constitution ; as hath 
long since been demonstrated in the 
writings of several private men, one 
of which number was the writer of 
these lines, who, certainly, would 
not dare to approach your Majesty 
with a direct denial of the just rijjhu 
of parliament. 

" He dares, however, to deny, 
and thinks it his duty to remonstrate 
against, any unconstitutional author- 
ity whatsoever, which, in exercising 
its usurped powers, in a way that 
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however well intended, must accord- 
ing to his apprehension, inevitably 
cause his Sovereign's reign to be 
calamitous and inglorious, and 
threatens to involve his country in 
a total ruin. Humbly submitted 
by," &c. 

17 Bee. 1777. 
What different objects carry differ- 
ent men to courts ! Although Lord 
North was extremely averse in hisowu 
private judgment to the American 
war, he was too good a courtier to 
intrude disagreeable sentiments up- 
on his Sovereign, and too much the 
humble servant of his master, to 
lose his place for his opinions. 
Nay, he is said to have carried his 
complaisance so far, as to have been 
particularly sedulous in having in- 
terviews with all officers on their 
return from America; and in either 
inviting or forbidding them to ap- 
pear at court, according as their o- 
pinions were favourable or unfavour- 
able to the hope of reducing the co- 
lonies to unconditional subjection. 

What is it about the supreme ex- 
ecutive magistrate of a state, that 
produces such sycophancy in the 
statesmen of an empire ? Can it be 
any thing but the degree of his 
power ? Roman emperors, we know, 
had their temples and their altars, 
and were worshipped as very gods. 
Even Turkish sovereigns, who can 
take off heads at pleasure, have the 
lowest prostrations from their slavish 
ministers ; but the situation of a li- 
mited prince of a free people, if all 
were sound, ought not to inspire his 
counsellors with a severity that is 
treachery to the people- 
Early in the spring of the same 
year, MajorCartwrightnad published, 
"Take your choice, &c." and, again 
in July, a second edition, under the 
title of •' The Legislative Rights of 
the Commonalty Vindicated ; or, 
Take your Choice, &c." the work 
which the writer of the " Sketch," 



wished were in the bands of every 
Englishman. 

In 1778, the militia being then 
embodied, the Major was with his 
regiment at Hull, where it seems 
that his assiduities drew from the ge. 
neral of the district, Earl Percy, 
now Duke of Northumberland, an 
honourable mark of approbation.*' 
It was, while forming the corps at 
this place, that the Major by desire 
of the colonel, drew up standing or- 
ders and instructions, which were 
printed of a pocket-size, and distri- 
buted to all the commissioned and 
non-commissioned officers. 

While at Holl.Major Cartwright (as 
commanding officer of tbe regiment) 
ceived a threatening letter, in the usu- 
al style of these epistles. An im- 
aginary claim of the soldiers was the 
alleged motive ; and the Major was 
threatened to be " ripped open," and 
have his " brains blown out," &c. 
An officer was with the Major when 
he opened and read the letter ; but 
with his usual composure, he put it 
in bis pocket without speaking of 
its contents. The extreme dangfr 
to the writers of such letters putting 
them proportionally on their guard, 
rare indeed have been the instances 
in which the offender has been de- 
tected; but, the penetration of Major 
Cartwright leading him to probable 
grounds of suspicion against four sol- 
diers, as concerned in this business, he 
sent them from the parade, each un- 
der charge of a sergeant, to different 
quarter*. By separate examinations, 
he soon came at the truth, finding 
their landlord was the writer of the 
letter, which was confirmed by a 
copy found upon him, as well as a 
seal which perfectly tallied with the 
wax, by which the letter had been 
closed. Denial and doubt being e- 
qually impossible, and the offence 
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' Letter to the Duke of Newcastle, page 
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not bailable, the offender wis com- 
mitted to prison, and the Major 
bound to prosecute. The examina- 
tion of. each soldier, having com- 
menced by reading to him the let- 
ter the Major had received, and with 
a promise of pardon on speaking the 
truth, all the soldiers were dismissed 
with a lecture on the escape they 
had had, and some wholesome advice; 
and, as Major Cartwright persuaded 
himself the actual writer meant only 
to intimidate, and not to execute the 
threats he had used, he afterwards 
retained a counsel to insruct him how 
to fail in bis proofs; which, under 
? humane judge, who soon perceived 
the object of the prosecutor, and a- 
greed in opinion with him on the 
merits of the case, was not found dif- 
ficult. 

In 1779, the regiment marched 
from Hull to Portsmouth, and en- 
camped on South-Sea Common. 
While there, it witnessed the retreat 
of the British fleet into port before 
the combined fleets of France and 
Spain. Prior to this mortifying 
sight, and when the enemy lay off 
Plymouth, while the British fleet 
was to the westward, great appre- 
hensions were entertained of an at- 
tempt, on the part of the tftejny, 
to enter Spithead. On this occasion, 
Major Cartwright feeling the benefit 
ot his naval knowledge, and having 
obtained permission ot'General Monk- 
ton, reconnoitred the two entrances 
into Spithead ; and, on the spur of 
the occasion, sketched a plan of de- 
fence, in which were combined mi- 
litary and naval operations. Both 
the Duke of Richmond, who has 
bestowed much attention on the sub- 
ject of fortification, and that able 
engineer, Colonel Debieg, have 
borne their testimony to the merit 
of this plan, whatever it was ; but 
we presume it was never communi- 
cated to anv but tho.se entrusted by 
the state \v;th such documents. 



In a letter to Major Cartwright the 
Duke says, "I am much obliged to 
you for the very ingenious and noble 
plan you have sent me for the de- 
fence of Porumouth ; which, for 
the most part, as well as your rea- 
soning on the subject, entirely coin- 
cide with my ideas. Portsmouth as 
well as Plymouth will be best de- 
fended by," &c* 

Early in the year 1780 Major Cart- 
wright was the original mover of a ge- 
neral meeting in the county of Not- 
tingham for a redress of grievances; in 
which attempt he met with the great- 
est discouragement from a person of 
very high rank whom he consult- 
ed, with prognostics of defeat from 
the great influence of government, 
and the supposed want of public 
spirit ; but, entertaining a better o. 
pinion of the people, and persever- 
ing with his usual steadiness, he 
found associates amongst the gentle- 
men of the county. A meeting was 
called and very crowdedly attended ; 
and, with the exception only of a 
single negative, a petition to par- 
liament and a committee of corres- 
pondence were voted. From this 
committee, at which presided the 
Duke of Portland, his brother Lord 
Edward Bentick (then member for 
the county) was afterwards delegat- 
ed to assist at the convention of de- 
puties from the petitioning coun- 
ties, cities, and towns, in attempt- 
ing to obtain a reform iu the repre- 
sentation of the people in parlia- 
ment^ 

• letter to the Duke of Newcastle, p. 
38, where the reasons why the plan in 
not then acte4 on will appear. 

flf the writer does not forget, the Mar- 
quis of Tichfield, at a singular period, 
When parliamentary reformation was to 
be stigmatized as something nearly allied 
to high treason, and when the Duke had 
changed sides, took some pains, in a speech 
delivered in the House of Commons, to 
exculpate his noble father from the horrid 
imputation of having ever favoured suck 
reformation. 
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The writer of these memoirs be- 
lieves it was in the spring of the 
same year that Major Ctruvright 
after months of exertion, effected, 
with the assistance of Mr. Capel 
Lofft and Dr. John Jebb, the forma-, 
tion of the Society for Constitutional 
Infermatioii ; and its first address 
to the pcoiic was of the Major's 
composition. 

The society soon became numer- 
ous, and had amongst its members 
many distinguished men, viz. the 
Dukes of Norfolk and Richmond ; 
the Earls of Derby, Effingham, and 
Selkirk; Lords Kinnaiid, Daer,-and 
Seropil); Sir Cecil Wray, M.P. Sir 
James Norcliffe, Sir John Carter, 
Sir Watkin Lewes, M. P. Alder. nan 
Sawbridge, M.P. Alderman Hayley, 
M.P. Alderman Crosby, Sir William 
Plomer, Sir Barnard Turner, M. P. 
Mr. Home Tooke, Alderman Town- 
send, M. P. Alderman Kirkman, 
M. P. James Martin, Esq. M. P. 
William Smith, Esq. M. P. Benjamin 
Vaughan, Esq. M. P. Sir J Sin- 
clair, M. P. R. B. Sheridan, Esq. 
M.P. the celebrated Sir William 
Jones, William Plurner, Esq. M.P. 
ft. S. Milns, E<q. M.P. William 
Middleton, E«q. M.P. Sir Joseph 
Mawbey, M.P. Jetvoise C. Jeiyoise, 
Esq. M. P. Sir Walts Horton, Joshua 
Grigby, Esq. M. P. General Fitz 
patrick. M. P. Philip Dehany, E>q. 
M.P. Thomas Day, Esq. auiii ( ,r of 
Sandford and Merton, Dr. Kenli -h, Dr. 
lowers, Dr. Edwards, Dr. Melville, 
Mr. Sergeanf Bond, Mr. Stratford 
Canning, (father of Geoige Canning, 
Esq. M.P. Dr. John Jebb, Dr. Price, 
Dr. Btocklesby, Mr. Capel Lofi't 
Mr. Jackson Barwis, Mi. Batiey, 
the Rev. Christopher Wyvili, and 
above two hundred other respectable 
gentlemen. 

Major Cartwright was also author 
o; the Declaration of Rights, which 
was published and distributed "by. 
.the society. At tbe same time the 
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Major was a i active member of the 
Westminster Committee of Associa- 
tion, and likewise a delegate from 
the town of Nottingham in the a- 
foresaid convention of deputies,* 
ovt:r which that virtuous patriot,- 
Mr. Wyvili, of Yorkshire, presidedj 
with so much honour lo himself. 

It was like wise in the spring of 
the year 17S0 that Major Cartwright 
published " The People's Barrier a- 
gainst undue influence and Corrup- 
tion, ''•{■ 

In July of that year th<? afore- 
said society published a *' Summary" 
of the treatise drawn up by that 
excellent patriot and very learned 
man Mr Capel Lofi't, Prefixed to 
the People's Barrier, we find an Ad- 
dress to the D^puliej oi tile pe ition- 
ing Counties; and, in the nature of 
an appendix, another Address to 
the Freeholders of Middiesr-x, the. 
Livery of London, and the Electors 
of Westminster. 

The summer of this active year 
the Majoy spent in camp on Ra.nmer- 
Heath, in Surry; in the autumn he 
was a second time invited, to become 
a candidate for the town of Not- 
tingham, where he would probably 
have Ihen succue ^ed in Ins election, 
had it liOt been for one error in 
judgment of the patriotic party, 
l.i the winter he received in mar- 
riage the hand of Miss Uasliwood, 
the e.dest d;tu^h'.er ot Samuel Dasli- 
wood, of Well, iu the county of 
Lincoln, Esq. This gentleman re- 
presented the elder branch of his 
f mi ly; the two younger ura.'iciies 
being represented by the present 
Sir Henry Dashwood and tbe late 
Lord Le Despens^r: iVtrs- Cart- 

* Id this appointment, the celebrated Dr. 
Price and the Rev. Geoige Walker were 
his colleagues. 

j- The great Lord Camden spoke of 
this work to the late Nathaniel Smith, Esq. 
M. f. and others of Jiis friends, in terms 
of high enepmiura. 

1 
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wrieht's mother was sole heiress of 
James Bateroen, Esq. of Well, afore- 
said, (ancle r»f the present Lord 
Batenian,) and is now a widow. 

It wai before the prorogation of 
parliament, in the summer of this 
year, that the tlluke of Richmond 
brought in his bill for a reform in 
the representation, on the principles 
laid down in the Major's book, malt- 
ing very honourable mention of the 
author in his introductory speech. 

The circumstance which brought 
his Grace and the Major acquaint- 
ed is so much to the credit of both 
panics that it deserves to he known. 
In the Major's first publication on 
Reform, in the year 1777, he had 
expostulated with the then Opposi- 
tion in terms of earnestness and of 
seme freedom. He had said, that 
such of tbem, as should not pledge 
themselves to immediate and un* 
ceasing exertions for effecting a 
complete parliamentary reformation, 
ought to be considered no better 
than factious demagogues contend 
ing for a share io the power and 
plunder of their country ; and he 
had used other expressions of a simi- 
lar nature. The Duke, who before 
the publication of this work bad not 
been aware of the wide breaches in 
the constitution it pointed out, and 
who was struck by the Major's rea- 
soning with the necessity of re- 
pairing them, was yet sensibly stung 
with severities of language which 
he thought unjustly pointed at him 
as well as others. Under these im- 
pressions he put the book in his 
pocket, introduced himself to the 
author, turned to the offensive pas- 
sages, and read them with tokens of 
much resentment; after which, he 
commented with severity on the in- 
justice and uncharitableness of ap- 
pearing to suspect the integrity of 
men, on a point to which their at- 
tention had not before been drawn. 
The Major pleaded the hypothetical 



nature of the language alluded to, 
the infinite importance of the ob- 
ject, and the warmth of his own 
feelings. Discourse ensued; ami, 
after a conversation of two or three 
hours, they parted wejl enough 
pleased wiih each other. Although 
it was not without taking time ,lp 
make himself thoroughly master of 
the subject, that the Duke received 
conviction of the, truth of the prin- 
ciples laid down by Map 1 " Cart, 
wright: it is well known both by 
his bill abovementioned, and by Ins 
celebrated letter in Colonel Soarman, 
that he early adopted those principles 
without reserve; and that his un- 
answerable arguments in their sup- 
port gained over to them thousands 
of converts. 

In the year 1781, while the con- 
vention of deputies still sat in Lon- 
don, appeared the Major's letters to 
those deputies; the object of this, 
small piece being to convey correct 
notions on the nature of representa- 
tion as the only true guide in re- 
forming a representative body, 
which, through decav and corrup- 
tion, had ceased to answer its con- 
stitutional ends. 

The summer of this year was 
spent in caa;p at Gosporl; and a- 
bout the end of the year, the Major 
lost his father. 

In 1782, continuing his exertions 
in the cause, and apparently con- 
sidering what particular bodies of 
Englishmen were most likely to feel 
the force of hi* reasonings, and se- 
riously to exert themselves for re- 
lief, he published " Give us our 
Rights; or a Letter tonhe present 
Electois of Middlesex and the Me- 
tropolis, shewing, &c." in August, 
of the same year, the Major again 
took a leading part in promoting a 
county meeting in Nottinghamshire, 
to petition for a reform in the re., 
presentation of the people in part 
liament; and, as it was tte it quest 
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of the gentlemen, signing the re- 
quisition, that the high sheriff would 
consult the most convenient season 
for that purpose, he called a meet- 
ing for the 28th of October, when 
a petition Was agreed on. 

It was in this year also, the Ma- 
jor, as appears by the dates, gave 
a new edition of the •' Declaration 
of Rights, without which no English- 
man can be a free Man, nor the Eng- 
lish Nation a free People," to Which 
he now added a forcible appeal to 
the understandings of his country* 
men, under this title, " For the great 
constitutional Right and Duty, as 
well as the Wisdom ind the Necessity, 
of being aiimed for defence of the 
Peace, the Laws, and the Liberties, 
of our Country, see the following: 
Authorities and Arguments." This 
piece was not only printed and wide- 
ly circulated, in a plain dress, by 
the Society for Constitutional Inform- 
ation, but was likewise published 
iu an elegant style for being framed 
and glazed as aii ornamental piece 



of furniture ; the declaration having 
a broad margin or Border enriched by- 
emblems and allegories, verses, and 
quotations, expressive of the con- 
trast between liberty and slavery, 
and illustrative of the doctrines of 
the Declaration. A declaration, of 
which it was said, by the immortal 
Sir William Jones, (a member of the 
society,) that * it ought to be writ- 
ten in letters of gold :" arid a declar- 
ation over which the equally im- 
mortal Chatham, with tokens of 
deep emotion, emphatically pro- 
nounced these words: "Aye, this is 
very right."* 

Amongst other ornaments of this 
copper-plate print, a bust of the 
Duke of Richmond is most conspi- 
cuous, and, indeed, it is made the 1 
principal figure'; and there are like- 
wise medallions of Jebb, Norlbcote, 
Lotft, Sharp, and Cartwright, as those 
by whom the doctrines of the de- 
claration had been most success- 
fully inculcated. 

(To be continued.) 



t*+**m 



DETACHED ANECDOTES AND OBSERVATIONS. 



DESPONDENCY OF OOOD MEN. 

"MINDS once thoroughly imbued 
11 with the love of what Sidney 
in his last moments so emphatically 
Called " the good, old cause,'? will 
not easily relinquish their principles; 
nor was the manner in which abso- 
lute power was exercised, such as 
to reconcile to it in practice those 
who had- always been averse to it in 
speculation. The hatred of tyranny 
must in such persons, have been 
exasperated by the experience of 
its effects, and their attachment to 
liberty proportionably confirmed. 
To them the state of their country 



must have beett intolerable : to re* 
fleet upon the efforts of their fathers, 
once their pride and glory, and 
whom they themselves had follow- 
ed with no unequal sieps, and to 
see the result of all in the scenes 
that now presented themselves, must 
have filled their minds wi'h sensa- 
tions of the deepest regret, aid fetl- 



* The Declaration was put into his bands 
by the law General Oglethorpe, who up- 
on a visit to Mr. Granville Sharp, report- 
ed the fact to Major Cartwright ; but the 
writer' of these memoirs, believes it was 
the first edition of the Declaration that 
was shown to Lord Cbatbaia, 



